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OPENING REMARKS

KEYNOTE LECTURE

Prof. Ronni Gamzu 
Tel Aviv Sourasky 
Medical Center, Israel

Prof. Eli Sprecher 
Tel Aviv Sourasky 
Medical Center, Israel

Ms. Dana Weiss 
Senior Journalist from 
Israel's News 12

Moderator

Prof. David Reich 
Mount Sinai Hospital, 
New York, NY, USA
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PANEL I

Scientific Discoveries at the Pace of an Epidemic:
The Right to be Wrong

Synopsis

Among the many challenges faced by physicians caring for patients with COVID-19, one has been 
to tease out sound scientific information from the multitude of papers, pre-prints, press releases, 
and media reports promoting unproven therapeutics and diagnostics.

Considering the substantial mortality associated with critical COVID19, the imperative to act 
must be balanced against the directive to do no harm. In this session, 3 distinguished scientists 
will take stock of the state of COVID-19 research, highlighting milestones reached in our 
understanding of the epidemiology, pathobiology, and treatment of this disease. 

We will also identify important gaps in our knowledge, and chart the road that lies ahead for the 
medical and scientific community.

Panel Host Panelists

Prof. Ronen Ben Ami 
Tel Aviv Sourasky 
Medical Center, Israel

Prof Jonathan C. Javitt 
Johns Hopkins 
University, Baltimore, 
MD, USA 

Prof. Jesús 
Rodríguez Baño 
Hospital Universitario 
Virgen Macarena 
Seville, Spain

Prof. Maria Zambon 
Public Health 
England National 
Infection Service, 
England, UK
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PANEL II

COVID-19 Medical Management: 
Challenges and Opportunities for the Future

Synopsis

The coronavirus COVID–19 pandemic is the defining global health crisis of our time and one of the 
greatest challenges we have ever faced. Clinicians treating patients swiftly understood that what is 
unknown is greater than what is known.

Our approach to evaluation and clinical management evolved rapidly as clinical data emerged. 
Yet, many practices such as when/ whether we should use HFNC/ non-invasive ventilation and for 
how long before we intubate the patient or when to perform tracheostomy remain under local 
protocols. With increasing numbers of COVID-19 patients, resource allocation as well as ethical 
issues emerged further complicating clinicians' work and decision making. 

Changes forced by COVID-19 also resulted in the acceleration of digital transformation and 
initiations of ambitious projects that will harness the power of artificial intelligence and medical 
imaging to fight COVID-19. 

All these topics will serve as a platform for this panel discussion. 

Panel Host Panelists

Prof. Idit Matot 
Tel Aviv Sourasky 
Medical Center, Israel

Prof. Jean-Louis 
Vincent 
Erasme Hospital, 
Brussels, Belgium

Prof. Paolo Pelosi 
IRCCS Policlinico San 
Martino Hospital, 
University of Genova, 
Italy

Prof. Gernot Marx 
Uniklinik RWTH 
Aachen, Germany
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CONFERENCE CLOSING INTERVIEW

New World Order after COVID-19:
What will a Post Covid World Look Like?

PANEL III

The Societal Impact of Healthcare Disruption
COVID-19 as a Paradigm

Synopsis

Any crisis often offers more opportunities than challenges, and the COVID-19 pandemic is no 
exception to the rule. Since its emergence in China (less than a year ago), the virus has affected 
almost every aspect of our lives: the way we interact, interpret data, provide services, learn and 
teach, as well as compromise with deep-rooted values such as the right to privacy.

 The pandemic has also affected public health and clinical research to a great extent. Many of 
those changes will stay with us well beyond the pandemic.
How society and its attitude toward medicine will look like 5 years from now, is the first question 
our panelists will address.

Panel Host Panelists

Mr. Thomas Friedman
Pulitzer Prize Winning Author and 
Columnist, New York Times

Prof. Ronni Gamzu 
CEO, Tel Aviv 
Sourasky Medical 
Center, Israel

Prof. Michael Binder 
Wiener Gesundheitsverbund, 
Vienna, Austria

Prof. Wang Meixia 
Beijing You'an 
Hospital, China

Prof. David Reich 
Mount Sinai Hospital, 
New York, NY, USA
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FOR OUR POST 
CONFERENCE 

SATELLITES

STAY TUNED
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VIP: How the Legacy of 
One Coptic Doctor from 
Egypt May Help Save 
Humanity from COVID

Prof. Jonathan C. Javitt 
Johns Hopkins University, 
Baltimore, MD, USA 

SATELLITE 1
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To Remdesivir or not 
to Remdesivir?

Dr. Luba Tau 
Infectious Diseases Specialist, 
Infectious Diseases Unit, 
Tel-Aviv Sourasky Medical 
Center, Israel

SATELLITE 2


